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EDGAR ALLAN POE,
borne me far, far away, from you, sweet, sweet Helen, and from the divine dream of your love." He left with Mr. Thompson for publication in " The Messenger," a criticism of Mrs. Lewis's poems, printed in the September number, and " The Rationale of Verse," printed in the October and November numbers,  and   immediately returned   to Fordham.    There he found time to write an open letter, September 20, to Mr. C. F. Hoffman, of " The Literary World," in reply to a criticism on "Eureka" which had appeared during his absence, and in which he observes that the ground covered by Laplace compares with that covered  by his own theory as a bubble with the ocean on which it floats; and, on the next day, if Mrs. Whitman's date be correct, having obtained a letter of introduction from Miss Mclntosh, he presented himself to his poetical correspondent, passed two evenings .in her company, and with a characteristic choice of place, aslsecl her, as they were walking in the cemetery, to marry him.    Mrs. Whitman, who had delayed her reply, wrote to him a letter in which, as may be gathered from Poe's indignant protesb against confounding so spiritual a love as his with merely mortal matters, she referred to her age — she was forty-five and had been widowed for the , past fifteen years — her personal appearance, ancl illness; but such objections could not withstand style of Poe's vein, and she was forced to acknowledge, though rather by suggestion than con-r on a course which would haveHelen," which is supposed to
